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1
POWER CONVERSION APPARATUS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a power conversion appa-
ratus, particularly a power conversion apparatus performing
soft-switching.

BACKGROUND ART

An inverter of a large capacitance used in system intercon-
nection had the problem that the switching loss is so great that
the operating frequency cannot be increased. In this context,
application of soft-switching is effective.

Various soft-switching inverter circuits have been pro-
posed. For example, the soft-switching inverter circuit dis-
closed in Non-Patent Document 1 (Shinsuke Kadoi, Hirotake
Nakaji, Yushi Miura, Toshifumi Ise, Yasuhiko Hosokawa, “A
Soft-Switching Inverter Circuit without Active Switches in
Auxiliary Circuits”, National Conference of the Institute of
Electrical Engineers of Japan, 2011, Vo. 14, pp. 113-114) is
characterized in that an active element is not employed in
auxiliary circuits, general PWM (Pulse Width Modulation)
control is allowed, and the maximum voltage of the main
element can be suppressed by the passive clamp circuit.

CITATION LIST
Non Patent Document

NPD 1: Shinsuke Kadoi, Hirotake Nakaji, Yushi Miura,
Toshifumi Ise, Yasuhiko Hosokawa, “A Soft-Switching
Inverter Circuit without Active Switches in Auxiliary Cir-
cuits”, National Conference of the Institute of Electrical
Engineers of Japan, 2011, Vo. 14, pp. 113-114

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, the soft-switching disclosed in NPD 1 has the
problem that, when designed envisaging great faulty current
atthe load end, the capacitance of the snubber capacitor in the
auxiliary circuit is increased due to the influence of the leak-
age inductance from the transformer and the parasitic imped-
ance of the wiring.

In view of the foregoing, an object of the present invention
is to provide a power conversion apparatus capable of reduc-
ing voltage stress on the main element and snubber capacitor.

Solution to Problem

A power conversion apparatus according to an aspect of the
present invention converts DC power supplied from a DC
power supply including a first electrode and a second elec-
trode into AC power for supply to a load. The power conver-
sion apparatus includes: an AC terminal for outputting AC
power; a first DC division capacitor and a second DC division
capacitor connected in series between the first electrode and
second electrode; a first main switch including a first end
coupled to the first electrode of the DC power supply and a
second end coupled to the load; a first main diode connected
in parallel with the first main switch so as to have a conducting
direction opposite to the conducting direction of the first main
switch; a second main switch including a first end coupled to
the second end of the first main switch, and a second end
coupled to the second electrode of the DC power supply,
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2

provided so as to have a conducting direction identical to the
conducting direction of the main switch; a second main diode
connected in parallel with the second main switch so as to
have a conducting direction opposite to the conducting direc-
tion of the second main switch; a first snubber capacitor and
a second snubber capacitor; a first snubber diode and a second
snubber diode connected in series between the first snubber
capacitor and the second snubber capacitor; a protection cir-
cuit to cause, when voltage applied to the first snubber capaci-
tor has become greater than or equal to a predetermined value
or when voltage applied to the second snubber capacitor has
become greater than or equal to a predetermined value, a
charging current formerly flowing from the DC power supply
to the first snubber capacitor or second snubber capacitor to
flow to another current path; and a control circuit controlling
the first main switch and the second main switch to be turned
on and off. The first snubber capacitor is provided between an
anode of the first main diode and a cathode of the first snubber
diode. The second snubber capacitor is provided between a
cathode of the second main diode and an anode of the second
snubber diode. The protection circuit includes a transformer,
and a first clamp diode and a second clamp diode connected in
parallel with the first main switch and the second main switch,
and provided between the first electrode and the second elec-
trode so as to have a conducting direction opposite to the
conducting direction of the first main switch and the second
main switch. Control circuit 11 provides control, during a
positive period in which current flows from the power con-
version apparatus to the load, such that when the first main
switch is turned off from on, the second main switch is turned
on from off at an elapse of a predetermined time, and when the
second main switch is turned off from on, the first main switch
is turned on from off at an elapse of a predetermined time.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to the present invention, the maximum voltage
applied to the main element and snubber capacitor can be
reduced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 represents a configuration of a soft-switching
inverter 101 according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 represents the current flow in time series during
power conversion by soft-switching inverter 101 according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 represents the current flow in time series during
power conversion by soft-switching inverter 101 according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 represents switch control procedures during power
conversion by soft-switching inverter 101 according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 represents the current flow in time series during
power conversion by soft-switching inverter 101 according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 represents the current flow in time series during
power conversion by soft-switching inverter 101 according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 represents a configuration of a soft-switching
inverter 101X of a reference example.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
hereinafter with reference to the drawings. In the drawings,
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the same or corresponding elements have the same reference
characters allotted, and description thereof will not be
repeated.

Embodiments

<Configuration of Soft-Switching Inverter>

FIG. 1 represents a configuration of a soft-switching
inverter 101 according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, a soft-switching inverter (power con-
version apparatus) 101 includes power supply terminals TP
and TN, an AC output terminal TOUT, main switches G1 and
(G2, main diodes D1 and D2, snubber capacitors Cs1 and Cs2,
auxiliary diodes D11 and D21, snubber diodes D12 and D22,
auxiliary reactors Lal, and La2, a control circuit 11, and a
protection circuit 51. Protection circuit 51 includes a trans-
former Tr, and clamp diodes Dfl and Df2. Transformer Tr
includes primary windings Ls1 and Ls2, and secondary wind-
ings Lfl1 and Lf2. Soft-switching inverter 101 has power
supply terminal TP connected to a positive electrode terminal
of DC power supply Vde, and power supply terminal TN
connected a negative electrode terminal of DC power supply
Vdc. Soft-switching inverter 101 may be configured to
include a DC power supply Vdec.

Main switches G1 and G2 are, for example, IGBTs (Insu-
lated Gate Bipolar Transistors).

DC power supply Vdc has a positive electrode connected to
power supply terminal TP and a negative electrode connected
to power supply terminal TN. DC division capacitors C1 and
C2 are connected in series between power supply terminals
TP and TN. The connection node of capacitors C1 and C2 is
referred to as a node N3.

Main switch G1 has a collector coupled to the positive
electrode of DC power supply Vdc and an emitter coupled to
aload via an AC output terminal TOUT. In other words, main
switch G1 has a collector connected to power supply terminal
TP and an emitter connected to a first end of primary winding
Ls1 of transformer Tr.

Main diode D1 is connected in parallel with main switch
(1 so as to have a conducting direction opposite to that of
main switch G1. In other words, main diode D1 has a cathode
connected to the collector of main switch G1, and an anode
connected to the emitter of main switch G1.

Snubber capacitor Cs1 is connected between the emitter of
main switch G1 and a node N1. Auxiliary diode D11 is
connected in parallel with main switch G1 and main diode
D1, and in series with snubber capacitor Csl, so as to have a
conducting direction opposite to that of main switch G1. In
other words, auxiliary diode D11 has an anode connected to
node N1, and a cathode connected to the first end of auxiliary
reactor Lal. Snubber diode D12 has an anode connected to a
node N3, and a cathode connected to node N1.

Auxiliary diode D11 and auxiliary reactor Lal are con-
nected between power supply terminal TP and node N1, and
also in series with each other.

Auxiliary reactor Lal has a first end connected to the
cathode of auxiliary diode D11, and a second end connected
to power supply terminal TP.

Main switch G2 has a collector coupled to the emitter of
main switch G1, and an emitter coupled to a negative elec-
trode of DC power supply Vdc, and is provided to have a
conducting direction identical to that of main switch G1. In
other words, main switch G2 has a collector connected to a
second end of primary winding [.s2 of transformer Tr, and an
emitter connected to power supply terminal TN.
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Main diode D2 is connected in parallel with main switch
(G2 so as to have a conducting direction opposite to that of
main switch G2. In other words, main diode D2 has a cathode
connected to the collector of main switch G2, and an anode
connected to the emitter of main switch G2.

Snubber capacitor Cs2 is connected between the collector
of main switch G2 and a node N2. Auxiliary diode D21 is
connected in parallel with main switch G2 and main diode
D2, and in series with snubber capacitor Cs2, so as to have a
conducting direction opposite to that of main switch G2. In
other words, auxiliary diode D21 includes a cathode con-
nected to node N2 and an anode connected to the second end
of auxiliary reactor La2.

Auxiliary diode D21 and auxiliary reactor La2 is con-
nected between node N2 and power supply terminal TN, and
in series with each other.

Auxiliary reactor a2 has a second end connected to the
anode of auxiliary diode D21, and a first end connected to
power supply terminal TN.

Snubber diode D12 and snubber diode D22 are connected
between node N1 and node N2, and in series with each other.

The arrangement of auxiliary diodes D11 and D21 is not
limited to the location set forth above. For example, auxiliary
diode D11 may be provided between power supply terminal
TP and the second end of auxiliary reactor Lal. In other
words, auxiliary diode D11 has an anode connected to the
second end of auxiliary reactor Lal and a cathode connected
to power supply terminal TP.

Auxiliary diode D21 may be provided between power sup-
ply terminal TN and the first end of auxiliary reactor La2. In
other words, auxiliary diode D21 has an anode connected to
power supply terminal TN, and a cathode connected to the
first end of auxiliary reactor La2.

Protection circuit 51 is connected between the emitter of
main switch G1 and the collector of main switch G2. In
protection circuit 51, primary windings [.s1 and .s2 are con-
nected between the emitter of main switch G1 and the collec-
tor of main switch G2.

In other words, primary winding [.s1 has a first end con-
nected to the emitter of main switch G1 and the first end of
snubber capacitor Csl1, and a second end connected to AC
output terminal TOUT and the first end of primary winding
Ls2.

Primary winding [.s2 has a first end connected to AC output
terminal TOUT and the second end of primary winding I.s1,
and a second end connected to the collector of main switch G2
and the first end of snubber capacitor Cs2. Primary windings
Ls1 and Ls2 have the same winding direction.

Secondary winding [f1 is coupled between node N3 and
the positive electrode of DC power supply Vdc, and is mag-
netically coupled to primary winding [.s1. Secondary wind-
ing [.f1 and clamp diode Df1 are connected between node N3
and power supply terminal TP, and in series with each other.

In other words, secondary winding Lfl has a first end
connected to the anode of clamp diode Df1, and a second end
connected to node N3. Secondary winding [.f1 has a winding
direction opposite to that of primary winding Lf1. The turns
ratio of the primary winding to the secondary winding of
transformer Tr is 1:n, and n>2, for example.

Secondary winding [.f2 is coupled between node N3 and
the negative electrode of DC power supply Vdc, and is mag-
netically coupled to primary winding [.s2. Secondary wind-
ing [.f2 and clamp diode Df2 are connected between node N3
and power supply terminal TN, and in series with each other.

In other words, secondary winding [.f2 has a first end
connected to the anode of clamp diode D12, and a second end
connected to power supply terminal TN. Secondary winding
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Lf2 has a winding direction opposite to that of primary wind-
ing Ls2. The turns ratio of the primary winding to the sec-
ondary winding of transformer Tr is 1:n, and n>2, for
example.

Clamp diode Df1 is connected between the positive elec-
trode of DC power supply Vdc and the first end of secondary
winding [f1. In other words, clamp diode Df1 has a cathode
connected to power supply terminal TP, and an anode con-
nected to the first end of secondary winding Lf1.

Clamp diode Df2 is connected between node N3 and the
first end of secondary winding Lf2. In other words, clamp
diode D12 has a cathode connected to node N3, and an anode
connected to the first end of secondary winding [£2.

The arrangement of clamp diodes Dfl and D12 is not lim-
ited to the location set forth above, and may be provided on a
current path PT. For example, clamp diode Dfl may be pro-
vided between node N3 and the second end of Lf1. In other
words, clamp diode Df1 has an anode connected to node N3
and a cathode connected to the second end of secondary
winding [f1.

Clamp diode Df2 may be provided between power supply
terminal TN and the second end of secondary winding [.{2. In
other words, clamp diode Df2 has an anode connected to
power supply terminal TN, and a cathode connected to the
second end of secondary winding [£2.

Soft-switching inverter 101 converts DC power supplied
from DC power supply Vdc into AC power to supply the AC
power to a load via output terminal TOUT by switching the
DC power supplied from DC power supply Vdc through main
switches that are the main arms.

Snubber capacitor Cs1 is provided to avoid application of
voltage to main switch G1 when main switch G1 is turned off.
Snubber capacitor Cs2 is provided to prevent voltage from
being applied to main switch G2 when main switch G2 is
turned off.

Control circuit 11 controls the switching of each of main
switches G1 and G2.

Protection circuit 51 has a current path PT between the
positive electrode of DC power supply Vdc and the negative
electrode of DC power supply Vdc. Protection circuit 51
suppresses the maximum voltage applied to main switches
G1 and G2 to a level VM smaller than 1.5 times the output
voltage of DC power supply Vdc.

An operation during power conversion by soft-switching
inverter 101 according to an embodiment of the present
invention will be described hereinafter with reference to the
drawings. First, an operation during a positive period in
which current flows from soft-switching inverter 101 to the
load will be described.

<Operation in Positive Period>

FIGS. 2 and 3 represent current flow in time series during
power conversion by soft-switching inverter 101 according to
an embodiment of the present invention. FIG. 4 represents
switch control procedures during power conversion by soft-
switching inverter 101 according to an embodiment of the
present invention. As used herein, the output voltage of DC
power supply Vdc is Vdc.

In other words, the operation is driven by a control signal
having a dead time TD set as shown in FIG. 4. In the case
where the load current at this stage is positive, the commuta-
tion from switch S1 to S2 follows the current path shown in
FIG. 2, whereas the commutation from switch S2 to S1 fol-
lows the current path shown in FIG. 3.

In FIGS. 2 and 3, the “+”” and “~" signs added at the side of
snubber capacitors Cs1 and Cs2 indicate the polarity of the
charge of the snubber capacitor.
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The horizontal axis in FIG. 4 represents time. Each number
along the horizontal axis represents corresponding modes
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3.

Referring to FIGS. 2-4, first the state (mode 1) will be
described of a current flow from DC power supply Vdc to a
load through main switch G1, with main switch G1 controlled
to be turned on and main switch G2 controlled to be turned
off. In this mode 1, the current flowing towards the load is at
asteady state. The initial voltage of snubber capacitor Cs1 has
the same value (-Vdc/2) as DC division capacitor C1. The
initial voltage of snubber capacitor Cs2 has a value of (2+1/
n) Vde.

Under this state, switch S1 is turned off at time t1. In other
words, main switch G1 is controlled to be turned off. This
causes commutation of the current from DC power supply
Vdc towards snubber capacitor Csl. Accordingly, snubber
capacitor Csl is charged by the load current (mode 2).

Then, when voltage Vc2 of DC division capacitor C2
becomes equal to the total voltage of Ves1 and Ves2 of snub-
ber capacitors Cs1 and Cs2, diode D21 is rendered conduc-
tive, whereby discharging of snubber capacitor Cs2 is initi-
ated (mode 3).

When the voltage across switch S1 reaches a threshold
value indicated by equation (1) that will be described after-
wards, clamp diodes Df1 and Df2 are rendered conductive at
the same timing. Current flows through path PT, and charging
of snubber capacitor Cs1 is completed (mode 4).

At an elapse of a dead time TD, main switch G2 is con-
trolled to be turned on at time t2 (ON). Accordingly, the
resonance path changes, and discharging of snubber capacitor
Cs2 is continued (mode 5).

The discharging operation of snubber capacitor Cs2 initi-
ated at mode 3 is completed when the voltage across snubber
capacitor Cs2 (Vcs2) reaches —Vdc/2. Snubber diode D22 is
rendered conductive, so that the energy of auxiliary reactor
La2 is regenerated towards DC division capacitor C2 (mode
6).

When the current of auxiliary reactor [.a2 and the second-
ary winding of the transformer becomes zero, the commuta-
tion from switch S1 to main diode D2 ends (mode 7).

Subsequent to the operation of mode 7 set forth above and
until main switch G2 is controlled to be turned off from on
(during time t2-time t3), load current flows through main
diode D2 connected in parallel with main switch G2 and
provided to have a current flowing direction opposite to that
of main switch G2 (mode 8). Snubber capacitor Cs1 has a
voltage of (V2+1/n)xVdc, whereas snubber capacitor Cs2 has
a voltage of —-Vdc/2.

Under this state, switch S2 is turned off at time t3. In other
words, main switch G2 is controlled to be turned off. Then, at
an elapse of dead time TD, when switch S1 is turned on at
time t4, a discharging operation of snubber capacitor Cs1 that
was charged is initiated. The current flowing to switch S2
(main diode D2) is reduced linearly (mode 9).

When the current at main diode D2 through which load
current was flowing shown in mode 9 becomes zero, snubber
diode D22 is rendered conductive, whereby charging of snub-
ber capacitor Cs2 is initiated (mode 10).

The discharging operation of snubber capacitor Cs1 initi-
ated at mode 9 is completed when the voltage (Ves 1) across
snubber capacitor Cs1 reaches —Vdc/2. Snubber diode D12 is
rendered conductive, and the energy of auxiliary reactor Lal
is regenerated towards DC division capacitor C1 (mode 11).

When the voltage across switch S2 reaches the threshold
value indicated by equation (1) that will be described after-
wards, likewise with mode 4, clamp diodes Df2 and Df1 are
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rendered conductive at the same timing. Current flows
through path PT, and charging of snubber capacitor Cs2 is
completed (mode 12).

When the current of auxiliary reactor Lal and the second-
ary winding of the transformer becomes zero, the commuta-
tion from main diode D2 to switch S1 ends (mode 13).

Mode 13 returns to a state identical to that of mode 1. In
other words, in the series of modes 1-13, soft-switching
inverter 101 of the embodiment causes commutation from the
switch to the diode, and further from the diode to the switch.

<Operation in Negative Period>

Modes 1-13 have been described based on an operation
where load current flows towards the load, i.e. an operation in
the positive period. The operation in a negative period where
load current flows towards soft-switching inverter 101 is
similar, and will be described briefly hereinafter. FIGS. 5 and
6 represent in time series the flow of current during power
conversion by soft-switching inverter 101 according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

The horizontal axis in FIG. 4 represents time. Each number
in the “negative period” along the horizontal axis represents
corresponding steps shown in FIGS. 5 and 6.

Referring to FIGS. 4-6, first a state (mode 21) will be
described in which main switch G2 and main switch G1 are
controlled to be turned on and off; respectively, so that current
flows to DC power supply Vdc from a load through main
switch G2. In this mode 21, the current flowing to the load is
at a steady state.

Under this state, switch S2 is turned off at time t3. In other
words, main switch G2 is controlled to be turned off. This
causes commutation of the current from the load towards
snubber capacitor Cs2. Accordingly, snubber capacitor Cs2 is
charged by the load current (mode 22).

When voltage Vel of DC division capacitor C1 becomes
equal to the total of voltages Vcsl and Ves2 of snubber
capacitors Cs1 and Cs2, diode D11 is rendered conductive.
Discharging of snubber capacitor Cs1 is initiated (mode 23).

When the voltage across switch S1 reaches a threshold
value, clamp diodes Df1 and Df2 are rendered conductive at
the same timing. Current flows through path PT, and charging
of snubber capacitor Cs2 is completed (mode 24).

At an elapse of dead time TD, main switch G1 is controlled
to be turned on at time t4 (ON). Accordingly, the resonance
path changes, and discharging of snubber capacitor Csl is
continued (mode 25).

The discharging operation of snubber capacitor Cs1 initi-
ated at mode 23 is completed when the voltage (Vesl) across
snubber capacitor Cs1 reaches —Vdc/2. Snubber diode D12 is
rendered conductive, so that the energy of auxiliary reactor
Lal is regenerated to DC division capacitor C1 (mode 26).

When the current at auxiliary reactor [Lal and the second-
ary winding of the transformer becomes zero, the commuta-
tion from switch S2 to main diode D1 ends (mode 27).

Subsequent to the operation of mode 27 set forth above and
until main switch G1 is controlled to be turned off from on
(time t1), the load current flows through main diode D1 pro-
vided in parallel with main switch G1 so as to have a current
flowing direction opposite to that of main switch G1 (mode
28). Snubber capacitor Cs2 has a voltage of (V2+1/n)xVdc,
whereas snubber capacitor Cs1 has a voltage of -Vdc/2.

Under this state, switch S1 is turned off at time t1. In other
words, main switch G1 is controlled to be turned off. Then, at
an elapse of dead time TD, when switch S2 is turned on at
time t2, the discharging operation of snubber capacitor Cs2
that was charged is initiated. Further, the current flowing to
switch S1 (main diode D1) is linearly reduced (mode 29).
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When the current of main diode D1 through which load
current was flowing as shown in mode 29 is reduced to
become zero, snubber diode D12 is rendered conductive, so
that charging of snubber capacitor Cs1 is initiated (mode 30).

The discharging operation of snubber capacitor Cs2 initi-
ated at mode 29 is completed when the voltage (Vcs2) across
snubber capacitor Cs2 reaches —Vdc/2. Snubber diode D22 is
rendered conductive, and the energy of auxiliary reactor [.a2
is regenerated to DC division capacitor C2 (mode 31).

Further, when the voltage across switch S1 reaches a
threshold value, likewise with mode 24, clamp diodes Df1
and D12 are rendered conductive at the same timing. Current
flows through path PT, and charging of snubber capacitor Cs1
is completed (mode 32).

Then, when the current of auxiliary reactor La2 and the
secondary winding of the transformer becomes zero, the com-
mutation from main diode D1 to switch S2 ends (mode 33).

This mode 33 returns to the same state as mode 21. In other
words, in the series of modes 21-33, soft-switching inverter
101 according to the embodiment causes commutation from
the switch to the diode, and further from the diode to the
switch.

<Comparison Between Soft-Switching Inverter 101
According to Embodiment and Soft-Switching Inverter 101X
of Reference Example>

FIG. 7 represents a configuration of a soft-switching
inverter 101X of a reference example. Referring to FIGS. 1
and 7, soft-switching inverter 101X of a reference example
will be described briefly, in comparison with soft-switching
inverter 101 according to an embodiment. Soft-switching
101X includes a protection circuit 51X, instead of protection
circuit 51 of soft-switching switching inverter 101. Protection
circuit 51X includes a transformer TrX, and a clamp diode Df.
Transformer TrX includes primary windings [s1 and Ls2,
and a secondary winding Lf.

In other words, soft-switching inverter 101 has, as com-
pared to soft-switching inverter 101X, clamp diode Df
divided into two as clamp diodes Dfl and Df2, and similarly
secondary winding Lf of transformer Tr divided into two as
secondary windings [.f1 and Lf2. Connection is established
between the connection node of secondary windings [.f1 and
Lf2 and the connection node between DC division capacitors
C1 and C2 of the DC power supply.

In order to facilitate the understanding of soft-switching
inverter 101 of the present embodiment, the maximum volt-
age applied to the main switch, clamp diode, and snubber
capacitor constituting soft-switching inverter 101 and soft-
switching inverter 101X will be evaluated hereinafter.

The maximum voltage applied to switches S1 and S2 and
clamp diodes DF1 and Df2 constituting soft-switching
inverter 101 can be expressed by equations (1) and (2), where
n represents the turns ratio of Lsl (Is2) to Lf1 (Lf2). The
relationship of the maximum voltage represented by equa-
tions (1) and (2) takes a tradeoff relationship.

Equation 1

1 1
Vsmaxnew = (1 + _]Vdc @
n

Equation 2

Ve
2

@

Vofmaxnew = (1 +1)
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The maximum voltage applied to switches S1, S2 and
clamp diode Df of soft-switching switching inverter 101X
can be represented by equations (3) and (4), where nx repre-
sents the turns ratio of transformer TrX. The relationship of
these maximum voltages similarly takes a tradeoff relation-
ship.

Equation 3
2 3
Veomavold = (1 + _]Vdc ®
nx
Equation 4
- ~ (C)]
Vofmaxold = (1 +5 )Vdc

Further, the maximum voltage applied to snubber capaci-
tors Cs1 and Cs2 constituting soft-switching inverter 101 can
be represented by equation (5) set forth below.

Equation 5

11 (5)
Vesmaxnew = (— + _]Vdc
2 n

The maximum voltage applied to snubber capacitors Cs1
and Cs2 constituting soft-switching inverter 101X can be
represented by equation (6) set forth below.

Equation 6

1 2 6)
Vesmaxold = (5 + E)Vdc

When the maximum voltage per clamp diode of soft-
switching inverter 101 is to be set equal to the maximum
voltage of the clamp diode of soft-switching inverter 101X,
the relationship between the turns ratios n and nx of trans-
formers Tr and TrX, respectively, can be represented by equa-
tion (7) set forth below.

Equation 7

n=nx+1

M

Based on Equations (1), (3) and (7), the relationship of the
maximum voltage applied to the main elements of soft-
switching inverter 101 and soft-switching inverter 101X can
be represented by equation (8) set forth below.

Equation 8

nx (8)

Vomacrew = { —— Vomaro

nx+1

It is appreciated from equation (8) that the maximum volt-
age applied to the main elements is lower at soft-switching
inverter 101 than at soft-switching inverter 101X.

Further, based on equations (5), (6) and (7), the relationship
of the maximum voltage applied to the snubber capacitors of
soft-switching inverter 101X and soft-switching inverter
101X can be represented by equation (9) set forth below.
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Equation 9

nx(nx + 3)
(nx+ D(nx+4)

®

Vesmavnew = { }VCx-max-old

It is appreciated from equation (9) that the maximum volt-
age applied to the snubber capacitors is lower at soft-switch-
ing inverter 101 than at soft-switching inverter 101X.

Specifically, assuming that Vde=200V and the clamp diode
maximum voltage 1S Vpruxnew™Y prmax.ora 000V,  for
example, the turns ratio of soft-switching inverter 101 and
soft-switching inverter 101X becomes n=5, nx=4, respec-
tively. Also, the main element maximum voltage becomes
Vs maxnew—240, V17300, and the snubber capacitor
maximum voltage becomes V... ,,...=140, V__  ./~200.
Therefore, the maximum voltage of the main elements and
clamp capacitors is reduced as low as approximately 80% and
approximately 70%.

By employing the above-described configuration of soft-
switching inverter 101 according to the embodiment, the
maximum voltage of the main elements and snubber capaci-
tors can be reduced, leading to reducing the size and cost of
the apparatus.

Lastly, the embodiment will be summarized referring to the
drawings.

As shown in FIG. 1, soft-switching inverter 101 according
to an embodiment is a power conversion apparatus converting
DC power supplied from DC power supply Vdc having power
supply terminals TP and TN into AC power for supply to a
load. The power conversion apparatus includes an AC termi-
nal (TOUT) for outputting AC power; a DC division capacitor
C1 and a DC division capacitor C2 connected in series
between power supply terminals TP and TN; a main switch
(1 having a first end coupled to the power supply terminal of
DC power supply Vdc and a second end coupled to the load;
amain diode D1 connected in parallel with main switch G1 so
as to have a conducting direction opposite to that of main
switch G1; a main switch G2 having a first end coupled to the
second end of main switch G1 and a second end coupled to the
power supply terminal of DC power supply Vdc, and pro-
vided so as to have a conducting direction identical to that of
main switch G1; a main diode D2 connected in parallel with
main switch G2 so as to have a conducting direction opposite
to that of main switch G2; snubber capacitors Cs1 and Cs2;
snubber diodes D12 and D22 connected in series between
snubber capacitors Cs1 and Cs2; a protection circuit 51 to
cause, when voltage applied to snubber capacitor Csl
becomes greater than or equal to a predetermined value or
when voltage applied to snubber capacitor Cs2 becomes
greater than or equal to a predetermined value, a charging
current formerly flowing from DC power supply Vdc to snub-
ber capacitor Cs1 or Cs2 to flow to another current path; and
acontrol circuit 11 controlling main switches G1 and G2 to be
turned on and off. Snubber capacitor Cs1 is provided between
an anode of main diode D1 and a cathode of snubber diode
D12. Snubber capacitor Cs2 is provided between a cathode of
main diode D2 and an anode of snubber diode D22. Protec-
tion circuit 51 includes a transformer Tr; and clamp diodes
Df1 and D12 connected in parallel with main switches G1 and
(G2, and provided between the power supply terminals so as to
have a conducting direction opposite to that of main switches
G1 and G2. Control circuit 11 provides control, during a
positive period in which current flows from the power con-
version apparatus to the load, such that when main switch G1
is turned off from on, main switch G2 is turned on from off at
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an elapse of a predetermined time (TD), and when main
switch G2 is turned off from on, main switch G1 is turned on
from off at an elapse of a predetermined time (TD).

According to another aspect of the embodiment, soft-
switching inverter 101 soft-switching inverter 101 is a power
conversion apparatus converting DC power supplied from
DC power supply Vdc having a power supply terminals TP
and TN into AC power for supply to a load. The power
conversion apparatus includes an AC terminal (TOUT) from
which AC power is output; a DC division capacitor C1 and a
DC division capacitor C2 connected in series between power
supply terminals TP and TN; a main switch G1 having a first
end coupled to the power supply terminal of DC power supply
Vdc and a second end coupled to the load; a main diode D1
connected in parallel with main switch G1 so as to have a
conducting direction opposite to that of main switch G1; a
main switch G2 having a first end coupled to the second end
of main switch G1 and a second end coupled to the power
supply terminal of DC power supply Vdc, and provided so as
to have a conducting direction identical to that of main switch
G1; a main diode D2 connected in parallel with main switch
(G2 so as to have a conducting direction opposite to that of
main switch G2; snubber capacitors Csl and Cs2; snubber
diodes D12 and D22 connected in series between snubber
capacitors Cs1 and Cs2; a protection circuit 51 to cause, when
voltage applied to snubber capacitor Cs1 becomes greater
than or equal to a predetermined value or when voltage
applied to snubber capacitor Cs2 becomes greater than or
equal to a predetermined value, a charging current formerly
flowing from DC power supply Vdc to snubber capacitor Cs1
or Cs2 to flow to another current path; and a control circuit 11
controlling main switches G1 and G2 to be turned on and off.
Snubber capacitor Cs1 is provided between an anode of main
diode D1 and a cathode of snubber diode D12. Snubber
capacitor Cs2 is provided between a cathode of main diode
D2 and an anode of snubber diode D22. Protection circuit 51
includes a transformer Tr; and clamp diodes Dfl and Df2
connected in parallel with main switches G1 and G2, and
provided between the power supply terminals so as to have a
conducting direction opposite to that of main switches G1 and
G2. Transformer Tr includes primary windings [.s1 and [.s2
connected in series, and secondary windings Lfl and L2
provided corresponding to primary winding Lsl and Ls2,
respectively. The connection node of primary windings Ls1
and Ls2 is connected to the AC terminal. A coupling node N3
between a first unit having clamp diode Df1 and secondary
winding Lfl connected in series and a second unit having
clamp diode Df2 and secondary winding [.f2 connected in
series is connected to the connection node of DC division
capacitors C1 and C2.

Further preferably, the power conversion apparatus further
includes an auxiliary diode D11 and an auxiliary reactor Lal
connected in series with snubber capacitor Cs1 and coupled
between snubber capacitor Cs1 and the first end of main
switch G1 so as to have a conducting direction opposite to that
of main switch G1; and an auxiliary diode D21 and an aux-
iliary reactor Lal connected in series with snubber capacitor
Cs2 and coupled between snubber capacitor Cs2 and the
second end of main switch G2 so as to have a conducting
direction opposite to that of main switch G2.

Preferably, transformer Tr includes primary windings [.s1
and Ls2 connected in series, and secondary windings [.f1 and
L1f2 provided corresponding to primary winding [.s1 and Ls2,
respectively. The connection node of secondary windings [.f1
and L2 is connected to the connection node of DC division
capacitors C1 and C2.
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Preferably, the coupling node of secondary windings Lf1
and Lf2 is connected to the connection node of snubber
diodes D12 and D22.

Further preferably, control circuit 11 provides control to
turn on main switch G2 at an elapse of a predetermined time
from main switch G1 being turned off, to turn off main switch
(G2 at an elapse of a predetermined time from main switch G2
being turned on, and to turn on main switch G1 at an elapse of
a predetermined time from main switch G2 being turned off.

It is to be understood that the embodiments disclosed
herein are only by way of example, and not to be taken by way
of limitation. The scope of the present invention is not limited
by the description above, but rather by the terms of the
appended claims, and is intended to include any modifica-
tions within the scope and meaning equivalent to the terms of
the claims.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

101 soft-switching inverter; 11 control circuit; 51 protec-
tion circuit; C1, C2 DC division capacitor; Cs1, Cs2 snubber
capacitor; D1, D2 main diode; D11, D21 auxiliary diode;
D12, D22 snubber diode; Df, Dfl, Df2 clamp diode; G1, G2
main switch; Lal, La2 auxiliary reactor; Lf, L1, Lf2 second-
ary winding; Ls1, Ls2 primary winding; S1, S2 switch; TD
dead time; TN, TP power supply terminal; TOUT AC output
terminal; Tr, TrX transformer; n, nx turns ratio.

The invention claimed is:

1. A power conversion apparatus converting DC power
supplied from a DC power supply having a first electrode and
a second electrode into AC power for supply to a load, said
power conversion apparatus comprising:

an AC terminal for outputting said AC power,

a first DC division capacitor and a second DC division
capacitor connected in series between said first electrode
and said second electrode,

a first main switch having a first end coupled to said first
electrode of said DC power supply, and a second end
coupled to said load,

a first main diode connected in parallel with said first main
switch, so as to have a conducting direction opposite to
the conducting direction of said first main switch,

a second main switch having a first end coupled to a second
end of said first main switch, and a second end coupled
to said second electrode of said DC power supply, and
provided so as to have a conducting direction identical to
the conducting direction of said first main switch,

a second main diode connected in parallel with said second
main switch, so as to have a conducting direction oppo-
site to the conducting direction of said second main
switch,

a first snubber capacitor and a second snubber capacitor,

afirst snubber diode and a second snubber diode connected
in series between said first snubber capacitor and said
second snubber capacitor,

a protection circuit for causing, when voltage applied to
said first snubber capacitor becomes greater than or
equal to a predetermined value or when voltage applied
to said second snubber capacitor becomes greater than
or equal to a predetermined value, a charging current
formerly flowing from said DC power supply to said first
snubber capacitor or said second snubber capacitor to
flow to another current path, and

a control circuit controlling said first main switch and said
second main switch to be turned on and off,
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said first snubber capacitor provided between an anode of
said first main diode and a cathode of said first snubber
diode,

said second snubber capacitor provided between a cathode
of said second main diede and an anode of said second
snubber diode,

said protection circuit including

a transformer, and

a first clamp diode and a second clamp diode connected in
parallel with said first main switch and said second main
switch, and provided between said first electrode and
said second electrode, so as to have a conducting direc-
tion opposite to the conducting direction of said first
main switch and said second main switch,
said transformer including

a first primary winding and a second primary winding
connected in series, and

a first secondary winding and a second secondary
winding provided corresponding to said first and
second primary windings, respectively,

a connection node of said first primary winding and said
second primary winding being connected to said AC
terminal, and

a coupling node of a first unit having said first clamp diode
and said first secondary winding connected in series and
a second unit having said second clamp diode and said
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second secondary winding connected in series being
connected to a connection node of said first DC division
capacitor and said second DC division capacitor.

2. The power conversion apparatus according to claim 1,
further comprising:

a first auxiliary diode and an auxiliary reactor connected in
series with said first snubber capacitor, and coupled
between said first snubber capacitor and a first end of
said first main switch, so as to have a conducting direc-
tion opposite to the conducting direction of said first
main switch, and

a second auxiliary diode and a second auxiliary reactor
connected in series with said second snubber capacitor,
and coupled between said second snubber capacitor and
a second end of said second main switch so as to have a
conducting direction opposite to the conducting direc-
tion of said second main switch.

3. The power conversion apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein said control circuit provides control to turn on said
second main switch at an elapse of a predetermined time from
said first main switch being turned off, to turn off said second
main switch at an elapse of a predetermined time from said
second main switch being turned on, and to turn on said first
main switch at an elapse of a predetermined time from said
second main switch being turned off.
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